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June 7, 2010 

  

Amanda Burden, Chair 

City Planning Commission 

22 Reade Street 

NY , NY  10007 

  

Dear Chair Burden,                                                                       

                                                                            

      As Executive Director and Curator for the Asian-American Arts Centre, I am writing to City Planning in strong support of the East Bowery Preservation Plan, which seeks to extend the low-rise zoning of the street’s west side to its endangered east side. 

  

      While the Bowery’s formative influence on vaudeville, Yiddish theater, tap dance, and punk rock is well documented; less well known is its nurturing role in Asian-American arts.   One of Chinatown’s major thoroughfares, the Bowery was home to many of its first Chinese Opera theaters which was central to a national tour network around the turn of the nineteenth century.  The Bowery was the home to one of America ’s first contemporary Asian-American dance companies, the Asian-American Dance Theatre, from 1976 to 1992 was located at 26 Bowery.  Outstanding Asian-American artists who have lived or worked on/near the Bowery include architect/sculptor Maya Lin, choreographer Ping Chong, painter Woong Kim, sculptor/installation artist Zhang Jian-Jun, and photographer Kunie Sigura. 

  

     My own connection to the Bowery stretches back over 30 fruitful years, from 1976 to 2009, when the Asian American Arts Centre was located at 26 Bowery.  Many well known artists were exhibited on the Bowery at the Arts Centre early in their career, such as:  Ik Joong Kang, Xu Bing, Ai Wei Wei, Mel Chin, Zhang Hongtu, Byron Kim, Ming Fay, Wenda Gu, Martin Wong, Yong Soon Min, Jean Shin, Paul Wong, Kip Fulbeck, Natvar Bhavsar, Zarina Hashmi, Dinh Q. Le, Yun Fei Ji, Tam Van Tran, Ti Shan Hsu, Albert Chong, Tseng Kwong Chi, Danny NT Yung, & Corky Lee. 

Other well known artists who have shown on the Bowery at the Arts Centre are:  Alfonso Ossorio, Chen Zhen, Nam June Paik, Chien-Chi Chang, Roger Shimomura, Ushio Shinohara, David Diao, Choong Sup Lim, Mei-Ling Hom, Patti Warashina, Nobuho Nagasawa, Younghee Paik, as well as Kenneth Noland, Vito Acconci, Barbara Kruger, Donald Lipski, Agnes Denes, Leon Golub, Lillian Porter, Luis Camnitzer, Howardina Pindell, Faith Ringgold, Robert Colscott, and Jorge Tacla.

During those years, we resisted several opportunities to move uptown because we wanted to maintain our strong connection to the unique character, community, and cultural perspectives of the Asian-American community.  By showcasing and celebrating the arts of Lower Manhattan ’s last living and working 

ethnic community, we have helped Asian American artists, choreographers and dancers become a part of the colorful mosaic that has made the Bowery such a seminal part of American culture. 

  

By extending the low-rise, protective zoning of the Bowery’s west side to its endangered east side, this would help protect the historical, architectural, and cultural character of the neighborhood.  It would also help protect working class residents and the long-established jewelry, lighting, and restaurant supply 

businesses.   Such considerations should be taken seriously, especially during these times of economic hardship.  We strongly support the East Bowery Preservation Plan. 

  

With Kind Regards,   
Robert Lee, Executive Director, Curator [image: image3.wmf]
Asian American Arts Centre  
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